
Essay 3: Persuasive 

An argumentative, research-driven paper 

 

Purpose: The third and final essay for this class is a research-based argument that stems out of 

the work you did for the informative essay. Nearly all of the papers you write from this point 

forward will depend on your ability to conduct effective research and compose extended 

arguments based on your findings. This paper provides a platform for you to demonstrate the 

skills and abilities you have developed as a writer and researcher. 

 

Prompt: You will write a 3 – 5 page, MLA style research-based argument that argues a specific 

approach, perspective, position, or action based on your research from the 2nd essay. This 

argument must be addressed to a specific audience and demonstrate an understanding of the issue 

that extends beyond superficial details and generic audiences; instead of “the general public” or 

“students at ____,” your paper should be focused on a specific group of stakeholders. 

 

Guidelines 

A majority of your effort should be structured around picking a specific audience who cares 

about your topic and writing to that audience. 

 

The primary difference between the persuasive essay and the informative essay that you have 

already written is you are encouraged to offer an opinion and attempt to persuade your readers to 

take a specific action based on the evidence and reasoning that you present. Pick sources in 

consideration of your primary audience’s preferences. 

 

While four of your citations for this essay must be new, you are encouraged to go even more 

deeply into the topic areas you explored in the informative paper. Your sources for support will 

be articles that might be similar to the ones you used in your informative paper. This paper is 

going to be using at least five sources but you should use one of your sources to help you 

discover a central focus for your paper. I highly recommend using an academic, peer-reviewed 

article if one is available. If no such article is available, make sure to pick an anchoring essay 

that thoroughly explores the topic in a relatively objective manner. 

 

Grading: I will grade this assignment based on your ability to present an argument to a specified 

audience. Your tone and voice should be geared toward your audience but also be appropriate for 

a college-level research argument.  

 

Basic Criteria: 
3 – 5 pages, Word Processed 

12 Pt Times New Roman 

Double-spaced 

1” Margins 

5 sources required. You may use your sources from Essay 2 

MLA Format  

 
This assignment has been partially adapted from the materials of Chris Riseley 


